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Tomorrow when the War Began

Textual knowledge:

- John Marsden: context and
purpose
- Characterisation in narrative
- The first-person narrator
- Themes: power and conflict;
childhood and Growing Up

GCSE developing skills

- Craft of the writer
- Evaluation

Blood Brothers

Textual Knowledge:

- Willy Russell: context and
purpose
- Dramatic structure and devices:
prologue, tragedy, conflict,
tension
- Characterisation in drama:
type, stereotype and contrast
- The omniscient narrator
- Themes: Fate and destiny;
nature versus nurture; class and
inequality; representations of
childhood

GCSE developing skills

- Literary Study
- Transactional Writing

Merchant of Venice

Textual Knowledge:

- Elizabethan attitudes to
religion, justice and social status
- Dramatic Structure and Devices
– Comedy, conflict, dramatic
irony, disguise and courtroom
tension
- Characterisation, stereotypes,
outsiders and contrasts
- Justice and Mercy
- Themes: Appearance vs Reality

GCSE developing skills

- Introduction to Shakespeare
- Language analysis evaluation
- Narrative Writing

Poetry  

Textual Knowledge:

- Context and influences of
anthology poems
- Methods in poetry: figurative
language, form and structure
- Methods in poetry: symbolism,
imagery and descriptive
techniques
- The speaker’s voice and
perspective
- Comparison and interpretation

GCSE developing skills
- Introduction to poetry
- Literary Study

- Short Stories

Textual Knowledge:

- Narrative structure
- Narrative voice, perspective
and methods
- Themes in our short stories
- Procedural Knowledge: Reading
critically, and for enjoyment
- Identifying methods and their
effects
- Tracking the development of
characters and themes
- Evaluating, selecting and
presenting evidence

GCSE developing skills

- Craft of the writer
- Evaluation

The Giver

Textual Knowledge:

- Lois Lowry: context and
purpose
- Themes: dystopian worlds; the
individual in society;
representations of childhood
The third-person restricted
narrative view

GCSE developing skills

- Narrative
- Transactional Writing
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